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Hamblen County Demographics

According to the 2015 US Census1, the population 
estimate for Hamblen County was 63,403. 2,388 

or 8.1% of the residents are under the age of 5.  

Importantly, Hamblen County community statistics 

children live in families impacted by poverty.  In 
fact, the American Community Survey2 concluded 
that nearly one-fourth (23.4%) of the population of 
Hamblen County in 2015 lived in poverty, and 17% 
were without health insurance.  According to 2016 

statistics published by the Catholic Campaign 

for Human Development3, the poverty rate in 
Hamblen County was higher at 19.0 than the adjacent 

and Union (23.9) counties.   

The median income for Hamblen County in 20154 

was $38,600 in the county and $30,846 in the 

City of Morristown $42,417 
$35,196 $35,391 for 

  The total number of housing units 
in Hamblen County was 12,705. 

1. http://www.povertyusa.org/our-mission/about-cchd/

cssp=Typeahead
3. TACIR

4. www.usccb.org/about/catholic-campaign-for-human-development
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Districts Surrounding 
Hamblen County with 

Elementary Art Teachers

Newport City

Sevier County

Districts Surrounding 
Hamblen County without 
Elementary Art Teachers

Claiborne County

Union County
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Logic will get you 
from A to B. 

Imagination
will take you 
everywhere.

–Albert Einstein



Executive Summary

The Birth of Arts Build Skills (ABS)

During convened meetings and discussions with business and industry,  

school. Since Hamblen County Elementary Schools do not have 
art teachers, our students have lagged behind in these areas. 

supplemented art in Hamblen County Schools through teacher 

three-year “Cradle through Career Initiative” which included an Arts 

Build Skills (ABS) pilot program that addressed the impact of the Arts on 

The ABS Math Art and one in 
Readers Theater, for invited 2nd grade students at West Elementary School. The goal was to assimilate the arts into 
the overall school curriculum. Results were so encouraging that programming continued for a second and third year with 
an expanded protocol that included visual and performing art programming for the entire student body. Following the 

Foundation funding was provided to support West and Hillcrest Elementary Schools in developing and improving their 
arts and curriculum integration. 

In 2013, a middle school arts, business and industry pilot program 

teacher Kerry Stacy. This opportunity created an option for 
students to learn about local businesses, industries and 

their respective products and countries.  In turn, the 
businesses and industries engaged with middle school 
students and learned about their school.  Mrs. Stacy 
would choose a theme, in some cases the industry’s 
corporate home or product, and the students would 

or business for display. As a result, interaction 
between middle school students and the corporate 

world was reinforced. 

  I believe that 
creativity will be 
the currency of 
the 21st century.

– Gerald Gordon, 
Ph.D., President/CEO, Fairfax 
County (Virginia) Economic 

Development Authority

- Meadowview-Colortech, Inc. Lindsey Ratliff
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educator professional development, appreciation, and recognition was developed. SUCCESS, a $1.3 million dollar 
initiative, stands for Strategically Utilizing Community Creativity Empowering Student Success. The initiative is 

Ready by 6, Arts Build Skills, Workforce Development, Post-Secondary Readiness 

and Completion and the Herbert S. Walters Fund for Educators. 

The ABS

eleven Hamblen County Elementary Schools and to expand the industry and business pilot into the four middle schools.

The Process

form an ABS committee to develop a plan to increase 
art integration in Hamblen County schools. The 
committee was composed of a project manager, 
pilot school principals and assistants, community 

Year one of the SUCCESS initiative encompassed:

expanding the committee to include arts 

ABS Project Coordinator

transitioning the ABS elementary pilot to 
Fairview-Marguerite Elementary School

continuing support for West and Hillcrest 
Elementary Schools, and

pilot schools. 

Additionally, the project manager met with school principals and 
presented an option for a system-wide elementary ABS Day 

of the Arts which was approved and held in March 
of 2017. During preparations for the ABS 

Day of the Arts, the project manager 
provided arts integration training to 
both teachers and students at six of the 
eleven elementary schools. Funding was 
increased to support the expansion of the 
Middle School Art and Industry program to 

The Arts and Sciences, 
essential to the prosperity 

of the State and to the 
ornament of human life, 
have a primary claim to 
the encouragement of 

every lover of his country 
and mankind.

– George Washington



1 2 3
The arts need to 

be an integral part 
of successful early 

childhood development

Exposure to the arts 
enriches student 

learning

Elementary art 
strengthens the 

community

ABS Guiding Principles

Arts Build Skills

Vision:   The arts are an integral part of the curriculum for all Hamblen County elementary 
students.

Mission:

Elementary and Middle Schools.

Arts 

Build Schools Strategic Plan

and developing practical ways to enact change. VMOSA helps an organization set and achieve short term goals while 

Year two plans include a system-wide elementary arts and curriculum integration teacher training program, in-school 
student and teacher trainings, a second ABS Day of the Arts and expansion of the Middle School Arts, Industry, 

Arts Build Skills Strategic Plan will be completed 
and distributed. HC*EXCELL 

Tennessee Arts Commission.   
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Message from the Committee
The Arts Build Skills (ABS) Committee, comprised of teachers, community members, artists, administrators, and 
parents, developed the Morristown Hamblen ABS Strategic Plan to educate and enlighten the community about the 
positive impact of an arts integrated elementary education. Children involved in an arts integrated curriculum are more 

the subject matter is integrated with visual arts, music, drama, and dance, both sides of the brain are stimulated and 

Currently, the elementary students in Hamblen County Schools do not have formal arts programming, aside from 
music class. The administrators and educators in Hamblen County have embraced the idea of early arts integration 

Without learning through the arts, children are missing the opportunity to be expressive, solve problems in a creative 

they are in everyday life.

There would be no anthem to sing before a game, no famous musicians or composers. Television would consist of 

masterpieces to admire and ponder, and the walls of our homes would be empty. Without the art of dance, cultural and 

never be stimulated, and personalities would never fully develop. This committee passionately believes that education 
must include frequent and meaningful expression through creative experiences in the arts.

ABS Committee Hamblen County Foundation for 

Educational Excellence and Achievement, HC*EXCELL for initiating 
the ABS

HC*EXCELL believes so strongly in the ABS

has committed $250,000 of the $1.3 million SUCCESS funds to ABS 
elementary and middle school programming. The HC*EXCELL Board and 
ABS Committee recognize the important role arts play in developing the 

and become positive members of our community. 

part of creating this crucial strategic plan. The committee 

Donna Thoraval for their assistance.  

Testimonial
My love of art began in my 
elementary school art classes. It 
grew throughout my education and 
led me to a career I’m passionate 
about. I’m thrilled to be able to 
help promote awareness on the 
enrichment arts provide, especially 
when children become involved at 
an early age.

- Heather Lane, 
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ABS Committee

Corey Bishop

Morristown

Edgar Cloud

School

Frankie Cox

Morristown

Dr. Krista Crum

Regina Countess

Dr. Paula Davis

Beccy Hamm

for the Arts

Stan Harville

Eric Helton

Elementary School

Betsy Hurst

Tish Jones

Chip Mclain

Community College

Deb Miksa

Carol Rouse

School East

Buddy Smith

Instruction, Hamblen County Schools

Robert Spirko

Kerry Stacy

Suzanne Wampler

Elementary School

Kathy Wells

Debra Williams

Chamber of Commerce 

Testimonial
With more and more emphasis on conceptual 

solving in K-12 education, integration of the arts 
at all levels has become an issue worth revisiting. 
Why is this? Studies clearly show that art education 
does more than stimulate the imagination and 

helps move students up on the cognitive scale from 
remembering to creating.

coherently communicate their thoughts and ideas. 

and improvements, not people who can only follow 
directions. Art is a way to encourage the process 

better.”

Perhaps the greatest advantages of education in the 
arts has little to do with academics and more to do 
with leadership and what we often refer to as “soft 

through instruction in the arts. Initiative, creativity, 
and inspiration are all traits we value. Integration 
of the arts into the elementary curriculum can 
only enhance the development of these important 
qualities.

- Hugh Clement, Interim Director
Hamblen County Schools

- Buddy Smith, Assistant Director
Hamblen County Schools
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Introduction
What is Arts Build Skills?

History

HC*EXCELL and the Arts

programming to students. Included in the artistic experiences were Knoxville Symphony Middle and High School “Days 
with the Symphony”, a 1999 ten county Knoxville Symphony Concert at the Walters State Community College Pavilion 

community.

The Birth of Arts Build Skills

During discussions with business and industry, board members became aware of the need for increased programming 

“Cradle through Career Initiative”, 
an Arts Build Skills (ABS) pilot program was developed to explore the impact of the Arts 

The ABS Math Art and Readers 

Theater for invited 2nd grade students at West Elementary School. The goal was to integrate arts into the overall 
school curriculum by demonstrating the positive impact of teaching through the arts on student academic and social 
performance.  Results were so encouraging that programming continued for a second and third year with an expanded 
protocol that included visual and performing art programming for the entire student body. Following the third year, the 
pilot was transitioned to Hillcrest Elementary where it continued to strengthen and improve. Funding was provided to 
support both West and Hillcrest Elementary Schools in developing and improving their arts and curriculum integration. 

In 2013, a middle school arts, business and industry pilot program was 
added to the initiative. 

Meadowview Middle School teacher Kerry Stacy to provide students 
with the opportunity to learn about local businesses and industries and 
their respective products and countries.  In turn, the businesses and 
industries learned about middle school students and curriculum.  Stacy 
would choose a theme, in some cases the industry’s corporate home 

business for display for a period of time. As a result, interaction between 
middle school students and the corporate was strengthened. 

Testimonial
I’m a junior in high school and I’ve 
been doing art for a year. However, 
I feel I would be doing even better if 
I had had an art class in elementary 
school. I believe that I would be at a 
more professional level of art if I had 
someone to help bring an interest in art.      

- Toni Gutierrez, Junior, Art 1 
East High School 
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Arts Build Skills is Expanded 

million SUCCESS campaign to support school readiness, 

development, post-secondary preparation and completion 
and an educator fund for teacher appreciation, recognition 
and professional development.  SUCCESS stands for 
Strategically Utilizing Community Creativity Empowering 

Student Success.

Ready by 6, Arts Build Skills, Workforce Development, 
Post-Secondary Readiness and Completion and the 
Herbert S. Walters Fund for Educators. 

The ABS Component was allocated $50,000 a year over a 

become seed money for integrating art programming into the 
curriculum of all eleven Hamblen County Elementary Schools 
and expanding the industry and business pilot to the four 
middle schools.

The Process

ABS committee to develop a plan to increase art 
integration in Hamblen County schools.   

The committee is composed of a project manager, pilot school principals and assistants, community organizations, an 

During year one of the SUCCESS initiative, the ABS pilot was transitioned to Fairview-Marguerite Elementary School, 

principals and presented an option for a system-wide elementary Arts Build Skills Day of the Arts. The system-wide 

elementary ABS Day of the Arts. During preparations for the ABS Day of the Arts, the project manager provided arts 
integration training to both teachers and students at six of the eleven elementary schools. The Middle School Art and 

Arts 

Build Schools Strategic Plan. VMOSA (appendix) is 

a vision and develop practical ways to enact change. VMOSA helps an organization set and achieve short term goals 

Second year plans include a system-wide elementary arts and curriculum integration teacher training program, another 
system-wide elementary ABS Day of the Arts

to all four middle schools and in-school student and teacher trainings. In addition, an Arts Build Skills Strategic Plan 

Testimonial
believe that starting students with elementary 

made me learn to appreciate art more. It’s harder 
to learn new concepts the older a person gets, so 

portion of their brains. My love for art didn’t truly 

and applying to art colleges across the U.S. The 
percentages of successful vs. unsuccessful artists 

elementary school curriculum. 

- Olivia Lewis, Senior, AP Studio Art
East High School 



13

ABS Strategic Plan
Vision: The arts are an integral part of the curriculum for all Hamblen County elementary students.

Mission: 
incorporating and expanding arts in Hamblen County Elementary and Middle Schools.

ABS Guiding Principle 

1
The arts need to be an integral part of successful early childhood development

  Objectives

Integrate art programming as part of the in-school and before and/or after school scheduling 

Provide curriculum art integration training to elementary teachers

Ensure elementary teachers have appropriate art resources needed for student success

  Actions

Provide art integration grant training

Create social media group for lesson plan/idea sharing and teacher communication

Increase art presentation training to all elementary schools

Identify and address elementary school art supply storage needs and resources

Hold annual “Day of the Arts” in all 11 elementary schools

  Evaluation

submitting an end of year arts integration report, 

Project Coordinator. 

Arts integration end of school report will show 
results of:

before and/or after school arts integration 
instruction 

elementary teacher curriculum art integration 
training outcomes

information on provision of art resources for 
student instruction

Testimonial
“If the arts existed for our pleasure and enjoyment, it would 

emotions, and pass these along to our future generations.”

This is the quote painted on the walls of one of the art 
classrooms at Rose Center. I believe this statement beautifully 
expresses why we believe the arts are important to elementary 
school children, and, because of that, Rose Center will continue 

embrace and value the arts.      

- Debra Williams, 
Rose Center Council for the Arts
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ABS Guiding Principle 

2
Exposure to the arts enriches student learning

  Objectives

Utilize the arts to improve academic achievement and attendance

  Actions

Integrate the arts into curriculum lessons on a regular 
basis, at least once per grading period

Encourage individual creativity and self-expression through 
arts integration 

Provide individual and group activities that encourage 

Create and administer survey to students and use 
responses to measure impact of arts integrated lessons

academic growth, student engagement, and school 
attendance

  Evaluation

end of year arts integration report, which will be provided by, and 

Arts integration end of school report will illustrate:  

enhanced student engagement, art appreciation and self-

improved academic achievement and attendance

Testimonial
TCAT Morristown is a strong proponent of 

developing creativity, which is critical to all 

Design, 3D Drafting Design, and Collision 
Repair Technology. Without exposure to art 
and students who have passion to use their 
artistic abilities, these programs could not be 
possible and would leave a large number of 

be determining the best way to wire a new 
building project, welding metal structures 
together so that they are both functional 

appealing manner. TCAT Morristown is proud 
to support any initiative that fosters a creative 

and especially how they might apply those 

priority in the Hamblen County area!      

- TCAT Morristown
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ABS Guiding Principle 

3
Elementary art strengthens the community

  Objectives 

Expand school, family and community collaboration and involvement with the arts

  Actions

Involve and utilize community collaboration in art programming with art displays and events

Partner with community organizations and educational institutions to increase collaborative arts integration

organizations

  Evaluation

ABS Project Coordinator will use end of year 
school arts integration reports to evaluate 
Principle 3 results.

Document evidence of school, family, and 
community collaboration with the arts

Document evidence of broadening student 
and community understanding of other 
cultures through the arts

strategic plan.  

Testimonial
Walters State Community College loves the Arts!  

including ceramics, drawing, painting, sculpture, theatre 
production, creative writing, multiple vocal ensembles 

desire, however, is that young people not wait until 
college to grow their creative hearts and minds.  Walters 
State strongly believes art education should begin in 
early childhood and continue throughout the elementary, 
middle, and high school years. We recognize that 
students who have a creative outlet are better prepared 

as a major.  We also recognize that art just for art’s 

education is about enriching the lives of young people, it 
must include the arts, and Walters State is committed to 
the instruction, exposure, and appreciation of the creative 
spirit in our community and our schools.       

- Walters State Community College 



The Case for Elementary School Arts Integration

Articles Supporting the Importance of The Arts in Education 

 “Beyond the Core: Advancing Student Success Through the Arts” 

Education Commission of the States.

students need to attain success in college, career and citizenship.” The article states that student success is not only 

engage in a creative process that connects an art form with another subject to promote deeper learning in both.” 

student achievement. 

State Arts Agencies.

This article answers questions that many people have about why it is so important to include the arts in schools and 
shows how learning through the arts contributes to student success and achievement. Included in this article are survey 

https://nasaa-arts.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/critical-evidence.pdf

“10 Salient Studies on the Arts in Education”

through arts education. 

http://www.onlinecolleges.net/10-salient-studies-on-the-arts-in-education/ 

“Why Arts Education Is Crucial, and Who’s Doing It Best” 

Educational Foundation

https://www.edutopia.org/arts-music-curriculum-child-development

Partnership

http://www.aep-arts.org/wp-content/uploads/Preparing-Students-for-the-Next-America.pdf
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Tennessee Fine Art Standards
The Tennessee State Board of Education and the project leadership team partnered with multiple arts agencies such 
as state arts education teachers associations, higher education institutions, and arts education leadership councils in 

process. After the writing team was selected, they conducted a careful examination of the data from the state arts 

Education.

The resulting standards are organized in a way that brings more unity to all of the arts disciplines while maintaining the 

more modern understandings of standards so that districts can create high quality curriculum guides and students can 

also expressing meaning and understanding through the arts.



Day of the Arts Summary and Report
On March 23, 2017, all eleven Hamblen County Elementary Schools participated in the “Day of the Arts.” This day was 

as visual arts and performance arts. Each school formed an Art Committee, created plans for the day, and received 

volunteer and view the “Day of the Arts,” and many community members and college and high school students helped 
“Day of the Arts”

“

2016-2017 HC*EXCELL SUCCESS 
Day of the Arts Report

March 23, 2017 

School Names and Contact:

Alpha

Fairview-Marguerite

Wampler

Hillcrest

John Hay

Lincoln Heights

Manley

Russellville

Union Heights

West

Whitesburg

Witt

Testimonial
Elementary art gives students personal creative 
release and the fundamentals needed for the 
middle school level art curriculum. Students with 

problem solving, creating quality craftsmanship, 
becoming a leader and a team player, building 
a positive attitude, and learning responsibility. 

beyond. Students who participate in the arts at a 
young age are developmentally more open to the 
opportunities of exploration and creativity. Through 

elementary art and the foundations embedded at 

- Art Teachers
Hamblen County Middle Schools
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1.  Impact- What did you observe as positive outcomes for students and teachers?   
Social/Academic

a. Social

Increased student engagement

Creativity

Cultural Awareness

Recognition of Ethnic Diversity

Students found new ways to express themselves to others

Students were eager to help in ways that are non-typical such as    
“Why don’t you try this color?”

Teachers commented that behavior was great and collaboration with other teachers was fun.

Students were able to express themselves in unique ways through art.

at their own pace, able to feel proud of the end product

All students felt successful!

Students were given a chance to be creative and explore new things. It was very exciting to watch! 

Day of the Arts gave individual students a chance to shine and express themselves.

expression of individual students has grown.  Also, their 

art projects.

a long time to clean up.  Their responsibility 
increased.

Students were not afraid to be individuals and 
express their own style.  They loved seeing each 

other’s interpretation.

forms of art throughout the day.

Creativity 
takes 

courage
–Henri Matisse

- Whitesburg
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Testimonial
Studies have indicated that simple creative 
art activities can help children start 

the rest of their lives. Using scissors helps 
develop dexterity, discussing shapes and 
colors helps with language development, 

are strengthened when children develop 
art projects.

Art education is often viewed as a luxury, 
but it can be part of a well-rounded 
education for children of all ages.      

- Bill Brittain, Mayor
Hamblen County

Students positively complimented each other on their art or performance in the plays.

Parents, teachers, students positively interacted during the 

It involved a number of parents and community members 

Students were engaged and motivated throughout the 
lesson.

Students were very excited about the day.

Teachers were patient and attentive to the students’ 
needs.

Students didn’t want the day to end. 

Student interest and engagement

teacher engagement.  

with our students

b.  Academic

Academic standards taught in a new way.

Students learned about artists, elements of art, techniques, etc.

Cross-curricular

Connections to historical periods

Students were able to use math in several areas- from 
measuring the geometrical shapes in pop art to use of an 
open square to get a visual for a horizon piece.

Connection to current state standards.

success—regardless of academic level.

Tying art into all the academic disciplines.

ways to expand and improve.

Life without 
industry is guilt; 

industry without art 
is brutality

–John Rushkin
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Students were able to identify parts of a bird and certain insects. 

Students had to create an ocean habitat. They had to draw seaweed, coral, and other sea life.  

Students had to describe and paint the four seasons.

Students became familiar with art styles, artists, and dance forms. Students are now aware of art as a career.  

Art has been incorporated into reading and math.  Students have begun using art vocabulary in everyday 
language and art in their writing and math.

Students were motivated to learn through art.

Teachers formed ideas of how to incorporate some of their 
curriculum through art.

grade.

Teachers found ways to align the activities with standards.

Creative and expressive lessons

2.  Challenges- What were some challenges 
that surfaced during the day?

Not enough volunteers to assist with the projects.

of students.

The day went well with no apparent challenges.

projects for teachers, planning for the amount of time 

and student ability.  

Running out of time, running out of supplies.

Managing supplies with students. Our only challenge 

brushes.

Testimonial
ingredients for any business to be successful. The arts 

by teaching students how to interpret and use visual 

of all of its employees. Understanding how to read, 
comprehend, and solve problems through science, 

in almost all everyday activities. However, the thoughts, 
ideas and creativity of all employees are required if the 

“What If”, “how could we” and “let’s try” a whole new 

Star Wars Movie hit the big screen, which highlighted 
the mere thought of lasers. Today, they are a reality. 

ability to read and comprehend to be successful, but 

gained from the arts is collaboration, whether it’s band, 
choir or theater, students must share responsibility and 
compromise to achieve a goal. To be successful in any 

a common goal. 

- Ray Murphy

Arconic
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needed more time than originally thought.  

For certain activities in the younger grade levels, it would have 
been helpful to have some extra adult hands in the room!  

ran out of time. 

Materials. We needed extra palettes because some students just 
didn’t want to share their paint!

We actually did not encounter any challenges. The day went 
smoothly!

Sharing resources. 

More time.

NONE - It was a very positive day!  Our students were actively 
engaged in learning.

3.  Changes- Give examples of how a future ABS Day of the Arts could be improved. 

Need more assistance/volunteers

Have it earlier in the year

Find additional funding for materials

could begin early in the year planning and testing ideas.

Receive the money far enough ahead of planned date to order online 
from discount vendors

One improvement would be to allow more time in advance to plan 

greatly enjoyed by the students and teachers.  

Newman, or Meadowview come to Hillcrest and give our students art 

Testimonial
Art programs are essential for our elementary 
schools in developing students into well-
rounded members of our community. 

helpful in many other activities. Students 
who participate in arts programs learn to 

projects. Finally, involvement in arts programs 

next challenge.

Arts is a vital part of childhood development 
and must be a part of a diverse educational 
program.      

- Tony Cox, City Administrator
 City of Morristown

A broad education 
in the arts helps give 

children a better 
understanding of 

their world…We need 
students who are 
culturally literate 

as well as math and 
science literate

–John Rushkin
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IMPORTANT!   The date needs to be set at the beginning of the school 

advance.

the year is hectic with preparing for state test.

More pre-planning at the school level to ensure that lessons are planned 
and materials are prepared.

If it was not planned for one day district wide, some volunteers could 
assist at multiple schools.

Professional Development in the summer for teachers. 

4.  Future-Would you like to have an ABS Day of the Arts next year? Why or why not?   
     Yes–11                           No–0

Comments

1-The overall consensus was very positive from 
students and teachers. Elementary schools need 
art teachers.  It would be great for students to 
experience art on a regular basis. Some teachers 
mentioned having art day earlier in the year, and also 
having it on a Friday. The students and teachers 
enjoyed it, but were exhausted.

2-It was a fantastic day. We would love to have the 

4-YES!!!!!!  We really enjoyed it!

5-Yes. Many students exclaimed this “was the best 
day ever.”  They thoroughly enjoyed every aspect! 

said she was going to frame it.  

-It is very rewarding to watch students (who are 
normally shy or timid) excel and shine!   

Testimonial
One of the greatest memories of my elementary school 
years was Art class. Whether I was building a replica 

the opportunity for regular art education as part of the 
curriculum was a vital part of my learning years.

process of learning how to be both analytical and 

an experience no child should miss. The true carryover 

mastering math, science, reading, and other academic 
growth has been proven and documented many times 
over by educational research. 

happen.

- Gary Chesney, Mayor
 City of Morristown
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- West Elementary Art Tree

-It was amazing to witness the talents that so many students have in art, but they rarely get the chance to use those 

projects and topics explored on that day.

into our curriculum.
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Yes

Yes

A Little No

No

520 37 8

30 36

427 115 23

62 2

473 68 24

39 26

400 107 58

505 45 15

300 148 117

Painting

Drawing

N/A

Acting

Dancing

61%

12%

22%

4%1%

Student and Parent Surveys

Student surveys- Fairview-Marguerite, Hillcrest and West Elementary Schools

I enjoy doing arts activities in my classroom.

I can pay attention better when we do arts activities.

I want to come to school more when we do arts activities.

I learn better when arts activities are involved.

I wish we did more activities in my classroom.

I do arts activities at home.

My favorite type of arts activity is:

Parent Survey 

Did you Know that Hamblen County Elementary Schools do not have Art teachers?   

Would you volunteer to assist with art activities in your child’s school?
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Testimonial
A full art education curriculum starting in elementary school is critical for developing successful students in high school and in 

programs, or camps and lessons in summer or after-school programs. Therefore, the inclusion and approval of an elementary 
art education program in Hamblen County is essential for preparing our students for college and future careers. If we want our 
students to compete and succeed in the future, we must have art to prepare them today.

- Art Teachers
Morristown Hamblen High Schools

Michael Fishman

and Publisher Citizen Tribune

Dhilan Ramaprasad

Hamblen High School West, 2017

Ashley Pienta

Tracy Church

Olivia Lewis

Hamblen High School East

Toni Gutierrez

High School East

Abby Siddiqi

High School East



Supplemental Materials

Glossary
Achievement-

Action- the accomplishment of a thing usually over a period of time, in stages, or with the possibility of repetition

Art

Appreciation- recognition of aesthetic values

Broaden- extending far and wide

Collaboration

successfully 

Committee

Community

(such as species) in a common location

Critical- relating to or being a state in which or a measurement or point 

Cultures- the customary beliefs, social forms, and material traits of a 
racial, religious, or social group

Curriculum-

Demographics

Develop

Document

support of something

Education

and learning in schools

Engagement- emotional involvement or commitment

Enrichment

of some desirable quality, attribute, or ingredient

Evaluation

by careful appraisal and study

Evidence- something that furnishes proof 

Incorporate

form an indistinguishable whole

Testimonial
Arts in the elementary schools are as 
essential, if not more, as arts in our 
community. Arts contribute to the 
education and development of our 
children by allowing creativity and 
self-expression while enhancing the 
learning process. Math is needed in 
art and art is needed in math. This 
sentiment holds true in most school 
subjects. The arts can be used to cross 
cultural and language barriers which 
contributes to a better understanding 
from various points of view. The 
arts connect us to abilities of critical 

perception, accomplishment, and 
appreciation. 

A community that recognizes the 
importance of arts and encourages the 
participation in the arts is a community 
that is well rounded and possesses 
the leadership of critical and creative 

- Frankie Cox, 
Recreation Superintendent

 City of Morristown
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Instruction- the action, practice, or profession of teaching

Integral- essential to completeness

Integrate- to form, coordinate, or blend into a functioning or 

Involvement- to engage as a participant

Principle- a comprehensive and fundamental law, doctrine, or 
assumption

Resources- a source of supply or support

Reference- consultation of sources of information

Strategic- of great importance within an integrated whole or to a 

Success- favorable or desired outcome

Survey- to query (someone) in order to collect data for the 
analysis of some aspect of a group or area

Utilize

- Lincoln Middle School

*All glossary terms are from 

In my own philanthropy and business endeavors, 

I have seen the critical role that the arts play in 

stimulating creativity and in developing vital 

communities….the arts have a crucial impact on our 

economy and are an important catalyst for learning, 

discovery, and achievement in our country

– Paul G. Allen, 

Co-Founder, Microsoft
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Art Vocabulary

Definitions the ABS Committee and Middle School Art Teachers feel are relevant to 
integrating art into the elementary curriculum

Abstract art: 

deconstructed, or obscured.

Architecture: The art and science of designing the interiors and/or exteriors 
of structures, living/environmental spaces, and/or cities.

Armature: Supporting structure for sculpture.

Art Criticism: Describing and evaluating the media, processes, and 

stages are description, analysis, interpretation, and judgment.

Art Elements: Visual arts components, such as line, texture, color, form, 
value, shape, and space

Background: 

or farther away from the viewer.

Balance: 

Symmetrical 

design create a mirror image.

Asymmetrical 

the overall harmony.

Radial Balance

elements branch out from a central axis in a circular 
pattern.

Blending: Smooth, gradual application of media.

Collage: An additive process of gluing or pasting materials 

Color:  

Primary

Secondary 

produced by mixing a primary and a secondary 

Value 

Hue 

– Pablo Picasso

Everything you 

can imagine  

is real.

- Manley
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Neutral  Tint 

lighten a color using white. Shade 

Color Schemes: Plan for organizing color.

Complementary 

a standard color wheel.

Analogous 

each other and in which common color can be 
found (e.g., yellow, yellow-orange, orange).

Monochromatic 

to the main hue.

Triad 

color wheel that are connected by a triangle (red, 
yellow, and blue)

Split complement 

direct complement (e.g., blue-green, yellow-
green, red).

Cool Colors 

violet predominate. Warm Colors 

which red, orange or yellow predominate.

Color Wheel: A visual diagram featuring a sectioned 
circle with colors in a bent spectrum.

Composition: The ordered arrangement of the elements of art according to the principles of design.

Content: 

Context: The interrelated conditions (cultural, political, social, economic) in which something exists or occurs.

Contour Line: 

Contrast: 

Critique: 

describe, analyze, interpret, and judge.

Decorative: 

Design: A compositional plan using the principles of design to organize the 

Dimension: 

Emphasis

parts.

- West Elementary
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Foreground: 

Form: Element of art that is three-dimensional and encloses space. Form has length, width, and depth.

Harmony: 

Line: 

Medium: 

Middleground: 

Mixed Media: 

Modeling: A process of sculpture in which soft, pliable material is built up and shaped.

Movement: A principle of design used to create the feeling of action and to guide the 

Negative Space: Empty space surrounding shapes and forms.

Opaque: Quality of a material that does not let any light pass through.

Palette: 

Pattern: A principle of design repeating an element or combination of 
elements in a recognizable organization.

Testimonial
I am writing this letter to express why I feel art teachers are needed in the elementary schools. As a parent of a child that has 

opportunity to express her creativity and show her imagination while building up her self-esteem. Art gives her the ability to 

can give someone something that she has made. Art is needed within elementary schools because not every child can attend 

need to be exposed to art so they can learn not only about art history but also about how by using art they can improve in other 

- Tracy Church, Parent
West Elementary
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Performance Art: A type of art in which events are planned and enacted before an audience for aesthetic reasons.

Perspective: 

Picture Plane: 

Pigment: Finely ground, colored powders that form paint when mixed with a liquid.

Portfolio: 

Portrait: Image of a person, especially the face and upper body.

Positive Space: Shapes or spaces that are or represent solid objects.

Principles of Design: Used to organize the elements of art. The principles consist of 
balance, emphasis, unity/harmony, variety, movement, pattern, rhythm, and proportion.

Relief: 

Repetition: A technique used for creating rhythm and 
unity in which a motif appears.

Rhythm: Principle of design, that refers to the 

to create a visual tempo.

Sculpture: 

Shape

dimensional space.

Sketch: 

much detail that can be used as a plan 

Space: The element of art referring to 
the emptiness or area between, around, 
above, below or within objects.

Symbol: An image that stands for, or 
represents, something else.

Technique: 

procedure.

Texture: An element of art that refers to 

touched.

Three-Dimensional

width, and depth.

Transparent: Quality of a material that allows light to 
pass through.

- West Elementary
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Two-Dimensional: 

height and width.

Unity: Principle of design that allows a 
combination of elements, principles, and 
media to be viewed as a whole.

Value: An element of art that describes the 

Variety: A principle of design concerned 

Wash: Thin, liquid application of any 
medium.

Arts education aids students in skills needed 

in the workplace: flexibility, the ability to 

solve problems and communicate, the 

ability to learn new skills, to be creative and 

innovative, and to strive for excellence.

–Joseph M. Calahan, 

Director of Cooperate Communications, 

Xerox Corporation

Testimonial
that arts in academic institutions is of paramount importance to student 

of unwinding but also a language through which to express themselves 

sizable of an impact as the performing and visual arts have had on my 
school career, so I fully believe that implementing arts early on within 
the elementary curriculum in Hamblen County is a great step in the right 
direction toward a better education for all.  We are incorporating a new, 
universal language of art—one in which all students can someday be 

many past students have accredited their successes to the magic of the 

- Dhilan Ramaprasad,
Morristown-Hamblen High School West, 2017

All Art Vocabulary from TN Art Standards 
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Acronyms

- John Hay



Appendices
VMOSA -What is it?
DEFINING YOUR VISION, MISSION, OBJECTIVES, STRATEGIES, AND ACTION PLAN

What is the purpose of your organization? How will you achieve it? The VMOSA process helps your initiative develop a 
blueprint for moving from dreams to actions to positive outcomes for your community. VMOSA gives both direction and 
structure to your initiative.

VISION

Your group’s vision is your dream, a picture of the ideal conditions for your community. As a unifying statement for your 

A vision statement should be a few short phrases or a sentence that conveys your hopes for the future. Catchy phrases 
such as “Healthy teens,” “Safe streets, safe neighborhoods” and “Education for all” illustrate the common characteristics 
of a vision statement. Craft a statement that is:

 Understood and shared by members of the community

 Inspiring and uplifting

MISSION

the next step in the action planning process, it expresses the 

of a mission statement: “Our mission is to develop a safe 
and healthy neighborhood through collaborative planning, 
community action, and policy advocacy.”

While your vision statement inspires people to dream, your 

concise, outcome-oriented, and inclusive.

OBJECTIVES

eliminated from our target area.”

Testimonial
For me the arts are a way to touch the heart and 
soul of others. My success is due directly to those 

I can only hope I contribute in some small way 
to the wellbeing of people that see and enjoy 

- Robert J. Spirko, Artist
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STRATEGIES

ACTION PLAN

the resources needed, potential barriers or resistance, 
and collaborators or communication lines that need to be 
active.

An action plan guides you to your dream through “do-

References

1.  Kansas Health Foundation, VMOSA: An Approach to 

Strategic Planning, 

Testimonial
As a young elementary student, my son was diagnosed 
with an anxiety disorder.

beginning to show signs of OCD behaviors that his 
therapist explained would become truly “monstrous” as 
an adult, if he didn’t learn and practice coping strategies.

of two things: he would cry uncontrollably for no reason 

because he thought he had forgotten something. Once 
we would get home, the questions and hand washing 

its ugly head as well. His sleep was impacted.

I am 

An Artist Downtown 

for him and came at a time when we thought we were 
going to have to begin medication. He could have greatly 

- Parent
Hillcrest Elementary



HC*EXCELL History

a $50,000 gift to endow higher education scholarships that led to the founding of the Hamblen County Foundation for 

Mission to promote educational 
excellence and achievement as a means of sustaining economic prosperity and improving the quality of 
life in Hamblen County.

From 1990 to 1995, the foundation was governed by a voluntary board which distributed scholarship funds and provided 
educator grants for Hamblen County teachers. 

In 1999, the foundation hired a part-time administrator to assist in implementing A 21st Century Investment the 

Knoxville Symphony Concert at WSCC Pavilion for over 4,500 regional 3rd-5th graders, and received the coveted 
Tennessee Historical Commission Sequoyah Award for their Read 2000 initiative.

literacy and arts programming, originated an education 
celebration banquet with a Student Voices presentation, 
convened the community to form a Hamblen County P-16 

Council

National Board 

 initiative, convened a partnership to 
host a Hamblen County Principal for a Day project, created 
a collaboration to implement a National Education Public 

Education Engagement Campaign across ten counties and 
published the local campaign results in Building A Knowledge 

Community.  

Additional activities during this time span included forming a 
partnership to host a multi-day Ruby Payne AHA! Poverty 

Seminar, providing AHA! educational materials, establishing 

- Fairview-Marguerite
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the JTEKT Award to honor a business or individual 
who had gone above and beyond in supporting quality 
education and  becoming the facilitator of the Hamblen 

County Imagination Library program. Also during this 
“Sustaining 

the Partnership”, the foundation’s second capital 
campaign.

the Hamblen County School System in applying for and 
receiving city and county funds for the International 

Center, initiated collaboration meetings between local 
governments and the school board, partnered with the 
Citizen Tribune A Journey 

Through our School Budget Process and restructured 
the Foundation’s public education grant program. In 

Testimonial
Integration of the arts in elementary school is 
extremely important to a child’s education and 
development. Several researchers have indicated 

performance, cultural awareness, and visual/aesthetic 
learning. “Parents need to be aware that children 
learn a lot more from graphic sources now than in 
the past,” says Dr. Kerry Freedman, Head of Art 
and Design Education at Northern Illinois University. 

just what they can learn through text and numbers. Art 
education teaches students how to interpret, criticize, 

based on it.” Knowledge about the visual arts, such as 
graphic symbolism, is especially important in helping 

increased in Hamblen County. Art education can help 

and describe with details that could include shape, 
size, and color. 

express themselves creatively. They may live in poor 
conditions but color brings joy, creativity, (whether 
media, drama, singing, or dance), helps one to relieve 

mind to escape the real world for a while. An article by 
Samantha Melamed in Philly.com in the Kid’s Health 
section titled “How art therapy may help children 
raised in poverty, violence, and other trauma,” explains 

I’m mad, I draw my anger, and I just get happy.”

children.

- Dr. Krista Crum, Principal
West Elementary School

- Whitesburg

- Meadowview
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program into an in-school teen leadership curriculum course at 

 an Education Forum to gather 
input on the impact of education on the community’s 

Youth 

Summit where students developed “Big Eight 

Principles”,  led Give Kids Good Schools 

campaign and developed and presented You 

are a Stakeholder video. 

During 2007, the Foundation played a support 
role in sponsoring a Regional P-16 Summit, 

to support passage of the Education Sales 

Tax Option Referendum and co-sponsored 
Flippen’s “Capturing Kids Hearts” training for 
East and West High school principals, guidance 
counselors and Freshman Academy teachers. 

leader in the Morristown Hamblen County Community 

project.  The organization produced “The Ripple 

 DVD, supervised a student conducted survey of 2,400 
high school students on the  “Big Eight Principles”, started the 

elementary Junior Achievement Pilot,  co-hosted a Regional Manufacturers’ Roundtable and Economic/Education 

Summit Citizen Tribune to publish a three part series 
on our Positive Youth Development project, 

In 2010 and 2011, the Foundation hosted free fundraising 

Diploma Project to improve student achievement, released the 
Hamblen County Imagination Library report, conducted an 
education engagement with West High students, co-produced 
the  participated 
in developing Strategic Actions for Morristown Hamblen 

develop a tnAchieves partnership.

“Cradle through 

Career”, a campaign focused on implementing initiatives on 

and circulated the Hamblen County Diploma Project video

and partnered in the tnAchieves project to provide increased 

expanded the JA BizTown initiative and piloted an Arts Build 

Skills project. 

Testimonial
As I have been involved with many educational 
initiatives over the years and most recently 
observing student outcomes from art 
instruction in some of our local elementary and 
middle schools, I have reached the following 

a picture or crafting an object. Art is a visual 
aide improving the ability to solve problems 
(e.g. mathematical), a facilitator to improved 

creativity.  Clearly, I encourage our community 
to strongly support art instruction beginning in 
elementary school.    

- James W. Craine, CPA
Craine, Thompson & Jones, P.C.

- West Elementary
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convener, collaborator, communicator, champion and 
challenger of quality education in Hamblen County. President James Craine appointed a review committee to evaluate 

approval and implementation. 

SUCCESS initiative. SUCCESS stands for Strategically Utilizing Community 

Creativity Empowering Student Success. 

SUCCESS

Ready by 6 endeavors to increase the number of children 

Arts Build Skills

Workforce and Leadership Development focuses on 

Post-Secondary Readiness strives for improved student 

the

Herbert S. Walters Fund provides funds for teacher 
professional development, recognition and appreciation.   

Testimonial
Elementary art improved my visualization 

and texture at a young age made me 

depth to my own art. I was able to tap 
into my creativity and realize my own 
potential, allowing me to become the 
artist I am today.         

- Abby Siddiqi, Sophomore 
East High School 

–John Q. Adams

I must study politics and war, that my 

sons may study mathematics and 

philosophy…in order to give their 

children the right to study painting, 

poetry, music and architecture.
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Tennessee and the Arts
Tennessee Arts Commission (www.tnartscommission.org)

stimulate and encourage the presentation of the visual, 
literary, music and performing arts and to encourage 
public interest in the cultural heritage of Tennessee.

The mission of the Tennessee Arts Commission is to 

and their communities.

Through a variety of investments, the Commission 
encourages excellence in artistic expression 
through the state’s artists, arts organizations and 
arts activities. That commitment has expanded 
through the years to increase access and 
opportunities for all citizens to participate in the arts.

The Tennessee Arts Commission builds better 
communities by:

enhance cultural life

Serving citizens, artists and arts and cultural organizations

Supporting arts education to increase student outcomes

Each year, the Commission helps fund the arts activities of more than 700 organizations and artists in Tennessee. Over 

from the National Endowment for the Arts.

Arts education is a major focus, both to support a complete and balanced education for Tennessee’s children and youth 
and to grow the arts audiences of the future. Arts education grants and programs enhance academic achievement and 

from among citizens who have demonstrated a vital interest 
in the arts. Recommended by the Commission to the 

- Fairview-Marguerite

- Manley
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Tennessee Academic Standards 
for Fine Arts Education

Introduction

As states are pursuing raised standards for student learning, it is important to recognize the essential role of arts 
education in the development of well-rounded students preparing for college, career, and life readiness. In fact, 

and leaders will undoubtedly play an important role in nurturing environments of creativity and innovation that will lead to 
even greater contributions.

Tennessee Arts Education at a glance

The federal Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) lists the arts and music as a part of a “well-rounded” education, and 

contributions in arts and culture, and the state academic standards for arts education contribute to increased student 
access for quality arts education that impacts college, career, and life readiness for Tennessee students. While Tenn. 

theatre, and media arts instruction.

(a) 

(b) 

the art and music curriculum adopted by the board of education 
through both art and music classes, as well as integration into 
other core academic subjects.

In addition, Tennessee graduation requirements stipulate one full 

arts, dance, media arts, theatre, and vocal and instrumental music. 
As the economic development of Tennessee becomes increasingly 

Tennessee Standards for Arts Education, such as critical and creative 

will become even more important to ensure that Tennessee students 
are engaged in sequential standards-based arts instruction. Arts 
education can also reach a diversity of learners by embodying learning 
modalities, helping all students learn. For these reasons and others, it is 
important to consider several supporting factors when implementing the 
Tennessee Standards for Arts Education. The National Association for 

Testimonial
The arts are an essential part of the 
education process and a necessary 
component of a complete and 
balanced education. Study after study 
shows that when arts are part of the 
curriculum, the students’ critical 

As a community, we owe it to our 
children to give them the very best 
opportunities and teach some of 

engagement and persistence. Simply 
put, supporting the arts in our schools 
will raise student achievement and 
success, putting them on a brighter 
path to the future.

- R. Michael Fishman
Editor/Publisher of the Citizen Tribune 
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Music Education and the National Art Education Association 

to correspond to the implementation of standards-based 
arts education instruction, and local boards of education are 
encouraged to implement the support needed to facilitate 

Testimonial
Nearly every educational initiative is aimed point 

here will be a technical school to better prepare the 

constantly reminded by report after report of the gap 

prowess.

And all of that is true. We do need to enhance our 
technical ability.

the arts. We saw that just the other day when the City 
prefers to build a course to throw a Frisbee than an 
amphitheater to hear a concert.

Sure, an education for the arts might not directly help 
calculate the ratio of a circle’s circumference to its 
diameter. It might not land a thousand job automotive 

apoplectic report writers insisting we are falling 
behind everybody in algebra. And we do not need to 

anything other than Apple laptops.

Yet an education for the arts does all that calculators 
and computers and slide rulers cannot. 

It delivers the imagination. And when we imagine, we 

A school without a stage is surely a dreary place and 
one that just as surely inhibits its ability to deliver 

without music is a cold place and concentrates too 

blue prints will happily serve up a multitude of football 

easel or sandbox or play?

And I will bet you, even with the house and the farm, 
that if a school cannot reach a child to learn in the 
classroom, they might just reach them to sing or to 
dance or to paint or to act. In so doing, the school 
performs its greatest mission and that is to prepare 
a child for a future where he or she will succeed, and 
one that he or she will love. 

- Lyons Hamblen, Executive Vice President

- Russellville

- Fairview-Marguerite

- Meadowview
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One of the goals of the ABS Committee was to provide a 
vehicle for Hamblen County teachers and administrators 

ABS

new ideas for arts integration, and shares websites with 
art integration lesson plans. We are also able to announce 
news or events and create awareness of activities at other 

page group are pictures of multicultural events, student 

standardized lesson plans, pictures, quotes, and videos. 

Arts Build Skills Facebook Group

Teachers need easily accessible lessons and ideas.  Our 

the chance to show others how they are increasing arts 
integration. With more people using technology in both 

with a large number of people      
at once. 
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